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WEATHER

There was light rain and snow early

in the week; otherwise, the week was mild

and dry. Average temperatures ranged from

two degrees below normal in the Panhandle

and five degrees below in the southwest up

to five degrees above normal in the east.

Precipitation was generally light with

amounts ranging from a few hundredths up

to an inch in some areas.

GENERAL

Favorable weather conditions over

much of the State allowed most remaining

fields of fall crops to be harvested

during the week. Fall tillage remains

very active in many areas. However,

snowfall in the northwest and north

central districts brought most field

activities to a halt. Moving grain to the

elevator and working and marketing live-

stock were also main farm activities along

with machinery repair and general farm

chores. The number of days suitable for

fieldwork averaged 5.5 days for the State.

Topsoil moisture condition rated 32%

short, 59% adequate, and 9% surplus.

GENERAL (Cont.)

Subsoil moisture condition rated 29%

short, 62% adequate and 9% surplus. Last

year, topsoil moisture rated 3% short, 79%

adequate and 18% surplus. Subsoil mois-

ture rated 76% adequate and 24% surplus in
1986.

CROPS

Winter wheat condition showed con-

tinued improvement at 6% poor, 38% fair,

and 56% good. The fair weather conditions

this fall have prompted several areas in

the western counties to monitor Russian

wheat aphid populations.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed supplies

remain mostly adequate across the State.

Cattle remain on crop residue as prepara-

tion for winter continues. Weaning

calves, repairing fences, and moving hay

were major activities.
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